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Dear Sir : 



The references listed on the attached form PTO-1449 relate to the subject matter of the 
present invention and are brought to the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office pursuant to 
37 C.F.R. 1.56 and 1.98. 

U.S. Patent Nos. 5,029,304 (Tolmie, Jr.), 5,793,200 (Berrill) and 5,530,345 (Murari et al) 
were cited as X references in the enclosed International Search Report for corresponding PCT 
Application No. PCT/US/41903. U.S. Patent Nos. 6,163,125 (Bemauer et al) and 5,459,399 
(Durand et al) were cited as A references in the enclosed International Search Report for 
corresponding PCT Application No. PCT/US02/41903. 

This statement should not be interpreted as a representation that any cited reference is 
prior art, or that any cited reference is "material to patentability" as defined in 37 CFR §1 .56. 



The applicant invites the Examiner to make an independent evaluation of each cited reference to 
determine their relevance to the subject matter of the present application. 
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TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 



This is a statement under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97(e) in the above-identified application. 



Check applicable statement herebelow: 



Statement Under 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1) 

IS Each item of information contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in 
any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 



Statement Under 37 CFR 1 .97(e)(2) 

□ No item of information contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the 
undersigned person, after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the accompanying 
Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR 1 .56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 




Dated: May 24, 2004 



Donald J. Perreault 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 40,126 

Grossman, Tucker, Perreault & Pfleger, PLLC 
55 South Commercial Street 
Manchester, NH 03101 
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